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Chinese interests to the Democratic
National Committee.

Yes, it is a tragedy when any child
dies, but the answer is not in abridging
constitutional rights. It is in enforcing
existing laws on the books. Just as cur-
rent laws for campaign finance have
not been enforced, just as current laws
for firearms have not been enforced,
the lawlessness, Mr. Speaker, comes
from those who are elected to faith-
fully execute the laws.
f

WE DO NOT NEED ANOTHER
MONTH IN OUR CALENDAR TO
CONTINUE DOING NOTHING

(Mr. DOGGETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, with
only 6 congressional working days re-
maining in this Federal fiscal year,
only one of the 13 appropriations bills
necessary for the continued operation
of our Government has actually been
signed into law. This is the kind of
record of inattention to duty, of inac-
tion that brought us the costly Repub-
lican government shutdowns in the all-
too-recent past.

It is perhaps most symbolic of this
Congress that one of the few bills that
has been approved was a commemora-
tive medal for the great explorers
Lewis and Clark, for I think that not
even such great explorers could find
any accomplishment in this Congress.
In the words of the majority leader, the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. ARMEY),
‘‘We have sort of bumped into a wall.’’

With this Congress, America is bump-
ing into a wall of inaction.

Now the Republican leadership is
even considering the creation of a thir-
teenth month on the Federal calendar.
If they worked more than halftime dur-
ing the first 12 months, we would not
need such nonsense.
f

CLINTON–GORE ADMINISTRATION
HAVE TURNED BLIND EYE TO
RUSSIAN CORRUPTION

(Mr. ROYCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, over the
last 7 years, the IMF, with the backing
of the Clinton administration, has
loaned the Russian Government $20 bil-
lion. All the while, the administration
assured Congress and the American
people that they were working with
Russia to facilitate reforms. Yet as de-
tails of the vast money laundering out
of Russia unraveled this month, Dep-
uty Secretary of State Strobe Talbott
said, quote, ‘‘calm down, world. We
have been aware from the beginning
that crime and corruption are a huge
problem in Russia and a huge obstacle
to Russian reform.’’

Indeed, in 1995, the CIA met with
Vice President Gore to present evi-
dence on the personal corruption of
Prime Minister Victor Chernomyrdin
with whom Vice President Gore led a

joint American-Russian commission.
According to the New York Times, Mr.
Gore rejected that report.

It is time that the Clinton-Gore ad-
ministration tell Congress and the
American people what else they have
rejected and why they have turned a
blind eye for so long.
f

THE PRESIDENT SHOULD RECON-
SIDER HIS VETO OF THE TAX-
PAYER RELIEF ACT
(Mr. SCHAFFER asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, the
President’s penchant for raising taxes
on America’s working-class families, to
fund costly, unproven and inefficient
government programs for special inter-
est groups, his expected veto today of
the Taxpayer Relief Act is neither sur-
prising nor unexpected. However, one
would think this President would care
to leave a better legacy than having
created the most costly and over-
bearing bureaucracy in the history of
our Nation.

If and when the President uses his
veto pen later today, he will effectively
eliminate the best opportunity we have
ever had to protect Social Security and
Medicare, while paying down the mas-
sive debt our country has accrued after
40 years of liberal spending.

There is more, Mr. Speaker. In addi-
tion to offering broad relief for middle-
class taxpayers, including the repeal of
the death tax, an across-the-board re-
duction in income and capital gains tax
rates, marriage tax penalty relief and
education, health care and dependent
care assistance, the Taxpayer Refund
and Relief Act contains provisions spe-
cifically designed to assist America’s
farmers and ranchers currently endur-
ing the worst farm economy since the
Great Depression.

The President’s harmful treatment of
agriculture is nothing new either. His
affinity for campaign-style rhetoric,
broken promises and outright hostility
toward agriculture has resulted in
record numbers of farmers and ranch-
ers facing defaults, foreclosures, and
farm auctions.
f

STAND FIRM FOR THE BENEFITS
EVERY AMERICAN DESERVES:
JUSTICE UNDER THE LAW
(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked

and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, let me just say that we put
together a $792 billion tax relief pack-
age for the people of the United States
of America. There is a tax savings for
every American. There is tax savings
for education.

We tried to put America back on
track. Guess what the President is
going to do today? He is going to veto
that legislation and put a $792 billion
tax increase on every American person
in this country.

Furthermore, to try to offset the
stench of Waco that is going around
today, this White House has the audac-
ity to try to sue an American industry,
the tobacco companies. They are legal
operations. The idea is to take the
pressure off of Waco.

We must have justice in this Nation.
We are a Nation of justice. We must
stand firm for the benefits that every
American deserves, and that is justice
under the law.
f

THE MARRIAGE TAX PENALTY
WILL CONTINUE

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, today’s
theme team is proud to present to the
President of the United States the
smoke and mirror award for vetoing
the middle-class tax cut. The middle
class in America, the President says,
deserves a break. Of course, a couple of
years ago, remember, he was asking
these same middle class people to in-
vest in government and yet today he
refused to invest in them by letting us
keep our own money.

Therefore, in Savannah, Georgia,
Marilyn and Robert Johnson will con-
tinue to pay the marriage tax penalty
that they are having to pay ever since
they were married, because this Presi-
dent does not want to give them relief.

b 1030

Ms. C.C. Jones in Brunswick, Georgia
who works out of her house will con-
tinue to not have the 100 percent de-
duction for buying her health care, be-
cause the President will not give it to
her. And then, a good friend of mine
named Jimmy, I am not going to say
his last name, because he is in an in-
come bracket that is not necessarily
something the President cares about,
he would have gotten a 7 percent tax
reduction today, but the President
says, no, Jimmy, you keep on working
those 50 to 60 hours a week, because
Washington is going to grow, not the
American taxpayers. They are not
going to keep their money.

To you, Mr. President, I proudly
present the Smoke and Mirror Award.
Job well done for government bureau-
crats. One more victory for Wash-
ington, one less for middle-class tax-
payers.
f

TAX BILL DOES NOT PLAN FOR
THE FUTURE OF OUR COUNTRY

(Mr. GREEN of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
am proud to stand here today and say
that I am glad the President is going to
veto that tax cut bill, because talk
about smoke and mirrors, over the
next 10 years, they expect to have a $3
trillion surplus if the economy stays as
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